
EXPLORING social problems

The U.S. Immigrant Population

U.S. Data Map 3.1  �Percentage of foreign-born 
population by state, 2012 

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau 2014a.
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Figure 3.2  �Percentage distribution of foreign-born population 
by region of birth and date of arrival, 2012 

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau 2014b. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
The U.S. immigrant population is concentrated in five states: 
California, New York, New Jersey, Nevada, and Hawaii. Though 
not shown here, California is home to the most undocumented 
immigrants, estimated at 2.5 million. Texas is the next largest 
with 1.7 million undocumented immigrants.

Figure 3.2 displays the percentage distribution of foreign 
born by their region of birth. The data reveal a decline in the 

percentage of Mexican, Caribbean, and South American 
immigrants over the four time periods. There has been a shift in 
where immigrants are coming from. 

Which groups have shown an increase in the percentage of 
immigrants over the same time period? 

United States are from Mexico. The number of unauthorized Mexican immigrants 
has been declining since 2007. According to Jens Manuel Krogstad and Jeffrey Pas-
sel (2014), as of 2012 there were 5.9 million unauthorized Mexican immigrants in 
the United States, compared with a peak of 7 million in 2007. They attribute this 
emigration decline to the Great Recession, declining job opportunities in the housing 
and construction industry, increasing border enforcement, a rise in deportations, and 
increasing dangers associated with border crossings.


